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!elcom"
This monthÕs new members:

David Camera
Terence Gaynor
Tom Flood
William Nelson
Paula Smith

Some Sites to Visit

Ten Conspiracy Theories
http://tinyurl.com/yfaskoa
 AA Car reviews
http://tinyurl.com/ylkjm9g
Ideas for Christmas
http://tinyurl.com/yjl87f5

NZ Sites for Christmas Gifts/
ideas
http://tinyurl.com/yexrukg 

http://tinyurl.com/yel2cga 

http://tinyurl.com/yf86szw

http://tinyurl.com/ydf8yhl

http://tinyurl.com/yzzbzy9

Seniors Magazine (US) 
http://tinyurl.com/yd397zp

Interesting & Odd Facts
http://tinyurl.com/ybbhhg3 

http://tinyurl.com/yaqpmm2

http://tinyurl.com/ycyv9ou

Whois Domain Name Loca-
tor
http://tinyurl.com/mofm

On-Line Jigsaw Puzzles
http://tinyurl.com/99md

Code Breaker Puzzles
http://tinyurl.com/2skgeu

http://tinyurl.com/yh7y3fx

On-Line Puzzles
http://tinyurl.com/yeccyco

As "Baby Boomers" reach retirement 
many entering the digital world do not 
use a computer. The older the person, 
the smaller the chance that they will use 
a computer. Previous career options 
dictate whether they have computing 
skills. A Netherlands survey found dif-
ferences in Internet usage and skills of 
computer users. In 2007 85% of the 
population owned a PC and 77% had an 
Internet connection at home. Up to age 
64 the Þgures are the same. For 65-74 
year-olds, 54% owned a PC and 42% had 
an Internet connection. Over 75 was 
lower: 24% had a computer and 18% an 
Internet connection.
  Some reasons why older people do 
not use the Internet are; no interest, too 
old, scared of viruses and on-line 
threats, lack of skills, inability to learn 
new skills, have friends or family who 
perform transactions for them online, 
can't see a use etc.
   About 66% began using computers 
and the Internet for e-mail and informa-
tion. Of those with family abroad, three-
quarters cited e-mail as the reason for 
using the Internet. Few persons saw 
gaming as a use.  A third were encour-
aged to take up computing by a friend 
or grandchildren. These are mainly 
women, lower-educated elderly and 
people who have not been computing 
for very long. Most older persons 
bought their Þrst computer themselves 
relying on a computer salesman's advice.!
! They acquired skills through self-
study, and courses when available. 
Women and the lower-educated, in par-
ticular, report having acquired their skills 
via a course. Men and the better-
educated more often cited self-study. 
Some had help from children or grand-
children. However, the majority stated 
that a child or grandchild is not ideal as 
a computer tutor, because their expla-
nations or demonstrations "loose 
them". A commonly cited computer 
problem is remembering how a pro-
gram or activity works. Most had difÞ-
culty with terminology  navigating the 
keyboard, menus, taskbars and windows.
! Most use a computer and the Inter-
net daily for e-mail, searching for infor-
mation and word processing and gene-
alogy. Education level also inßuences the 
activities. The better-educated more 
often perform transactions or arrange 
things such as obtaining services, shop-
ping online, banking and making travel 
reservations or bookings. 

! Ove r t ime 
most persons 
have mastered 
fairly basic skills 
such as sending 
an e-mail with 
attachments or 
Þnding informa-
tion with a search 
engine. The majority say that they are 
less dependent on others for obtaining 
information and services. Half those also 
make better choices due to the Inter-
net. Finally, there is a correlation be-
tween the diversity of the Internet use 
and the number of skills a person pos-
sesses, and the beneÞts they derive from 
using the Internet.
! A quarter of the people have got to 
know new people through the Internet; 
around three-quarters of these have 
actually met one or more of these new 
contacts. This applies especially for older 
persons without a partner, who also 
report that they feel less lonely as a 
result.
! The process of generational change 
and the continuing spread of computer 
ownership among the entire population 
means that the ownership and use of 
ICT facilities among the older popula-
tion will continue increasing. Today's 
over-75s are in the position that 65-74 
year-olds were in a few years ago, while 
the latter group are now where 50-64 
year-olds were several years ago. The 
problem of the shortcomings in the 
older generation in the area of com-
puter ownership and Internet access 
will thus resolve itself in time. 
! There are several beneÞts which 
older persons who use the Internet say 
they enjoy. The Internet can also be a 
useful tool for people with physical 
problems, something which affects older 
persons in particular. Newcomers are 
more often people who began using the 
Internet following the recommendation 
of  someone else. When beginning a 
computer course, these persons often 
have little knowledge of computers, the 
Internet and the possibilities they offer. 
There is a role for policy here, perhaps 
focusing on providing information.
! Older persons enjoy learning new 
skills where they are being led by a per-
son of their own age group.  These peo-
ple can feel threatened when in the 
presence a much younger person.  This 
is where the SeniorNet organisations 
play a vital role. 
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Today most graphic work is produced 
on a computer. How many of us are 
really good at drawing or other graphic 
art? Computers have made this skill a 
lot easier to master.
! Computer graphics range from 
sketches through illustrations, photo-
graphs, paintings to animation. Nearly all 
movies these days use some form of 
graphic art for special effects.
! Some the work, particularly movies, 
requires very powerful computers with 
very sophisticated software - not for the 
normal computer. However, most com-
puters can do the majority of the work 
we see published today. 
! Commercial software programmes 
are many and varied. The more powerful 
the more expensive these can be. For 
most home users the costs are way be-
yond our means. However, this do not 
mean that we cannot produce our own 
graphic work as there is a lot of free 
programmes available. 
! We will list a few of these but before 
we do you need to understand that 
graphics are either raster or vector. Ras-
ter (bitmaps) are image Þles made up by 
a range of rectangular blocks of Þxed 
resolution and cannot be scaled without 
loss of deÞnition. Examples are photo-

graphic Þles - Jpeg. Vector graphics Þles 
store the lines, shapes and colours that 
make up an image as mathematical for-
mulae and are freely scalable. 
! Some programmes e.g. Photoshop 
use both but the Þnal exported Þle is 
always rasterized. Some basic tools are 
provided with MSWord - select 
tools|toolbars|drawing
!
Some free programmes:
TuxPaint
www.tuxpaint.org
PaintNet
www.paintnet.org
Gimp
www.gimp.org
Google Sketchup
sketchup.google.com
Inkscape
www.inkscape.org
Microsoft Paint (part of Windows)

If  you donÕt want to create your own 
drawing you can download free clipart.  
Just ÒGoogleÓ for suitable material. Once 
copied you can edit add this to your 
document provided you have free use.

Computers As Drawing Tools

FITTING TEXT 
TO A PAGE

Huntly SeniorNet

It can happen when writing a 
letter but particularly when 
composing a newsletter. You ex-
ceed the area you intended to 
use and the copy extends to 
another page or you have an 
excessive amount of white space 
at the bottom of the page . There 
are quite a number of ways to 
remedy this and by investigating 
them you may well learn a little 
more about controlling that 
beast, your computer. Obviously 
adjusting the type size is an op-
tion, but not always desirable as 
in the most used sizes consider-
able upsizing is needed to Þll a 
moderate space. Changing to a 
different typeface can cope with 
smaller alterations once you get 
used to recognizing the various 
coverages. but not wanted in a 
newsletter where a uniform 
typeface is needed. Altering mar-
gins or the size of text boxes can 
accomplish quite a lot as long as 
you are happy with the Þnal 
appearance.Quite substantial 
alterations can be done by using  
the Format menu. For example. 
Increasing the spacing between 
lines from the normal 1 to 1.25 
can Þll another 4cm of an A4 
page.

COPYRIGHT

A recent item on FairGo raised 
the issue of copyright. A person 
had posted a photo on the 
internet and it eventually found 
its way on to numerous web 
sites. One cheeky guy had gone 
so far as to claim the work his 
own. Although you retain copy-
right for anything you produce it 
is almost impossible to stop any-
one copying or plagiarizing this 
work. Be careful what you put 
out on the internet. With photos 
and text embed a watermark - 
MSWord has a watermark fea-
ture. Resize photos to a low 
resolution no more than 150Kb.  
Disguise features and faces but 
most of all donÕt put up photos 
or documents you donÕt own 
copyright to.

We talked about searching for property 
titles in the September issue.  Further 
to that we have been looking at the 
ownership of a property in a South 
Island town. SpeciÞcally we were look-
ing at who the various owners were. 
Archives NZ hold old survey maps and 
titles but these are not on line. As the 
area we were interested in is in Otago 
a visit to the Dunedin Archives was 
needed. With the kind help of a staff 
member we obtained a lot of what we 
wanted. A visit to the town and the 
local museum we found lots of  photo-
graphs of the property we were inter-
ested in. The original buildings have long 
gone but this trip did Þll a lot of gaps.

Most museums, libraries and archives 
allow you to copy records by using a 
digital camera. Some rules apply; no 
ßash, no tripods and no shifting of desks 
etc. To get good photos you need a 
camera with a high resolution - 6Mb - 
set to the least compression. Use Tiff 
Þle format if your camera supports this 
as this is better for enlarging.  As you 
will be using natural light, often just 
room lights, set your ISO speed to at 
least 800. If you can set your aperture 
its largest size f2 - f4 and shutter speed 
above 30. Set to manual aperture and 
auto speed and Macro. Focus at about 
300mm. Check each photo and take 
several at different settings.

Genealogy Notes

Drawing created in TuxPaint by 8 year old
Bitmap v Vector images at 7 x scaling

http://www.tuxpaint.org/
http://www.tuxpaint.org/
http://www.paintnet.org
http://www.paintnet.org
http://www.gimp.org
http://www.gimp.org
http://sketchup.google.com/
http://sketchup.google.com/
http://www.inkscape.org
http://www.inkscape.org

